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Introduction
The  study  of  a  neighborhood  presents  many  challenges  and  opportunities  for  the  practice  of  urban  studies.  Through  multiple  methodologies  

boundaries.  Each  phase  of  the  study  has  led  us  to  new  insights  and  conclusions  about  the  neighborhood,  culminating  in  a  research  endeavor  

nature.  Strong  geographic  distinctions  in  varying  areas  of  the  neighborhood  were  thought  to  be  attributed  to  development  both  private  and  

beginning,  a  notion  which  was  supported  in  much  of  our  further  studies.  

allowed  for  an  optimal  neighborhood  study  and  lessoned  the  possibility  for  any  unfounded,  biased  conclusions.  Through  the  process,  we  

and  dynamic  character  of  Casal  Bruciato.  
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Part  I

Neighborhood  Survey
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1.  Introduction  

recent   decades,   new   developments   of   apartment   buildings   and  
commercial  spaces  have  sprouted  up  in  the  area,  and  Tiburtino  is  

history  with  the  demands  of  modern  life  and  the  modern  city.

History

antiquity,  V.   Tiburtina   is   still   a  major   thoroughfare,   forming   the  

national   insurance   agency   that   funded   the   associated   projects,  

housing   were   constructed   as   part   of   the   Tiburtino   project   in  

and   taller   freestanding   towers.   The   rotation   of   the   buildings  
and   their   staggered   arrangement   created   casual   open   spaces  
and   was   intended   by   the   architects   to   create   the   feeling   of   a  

neighborhood   its   current   character   and   distinctive   atmosphere.  
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Figure  1.2    V.  Tiburtina

Figure  1.1    Tiburtino  IV

Neighborhood  Overview

bounded  on  its  east  by  Via  Filippo  Fiorentini  and  on  its  west  by  
Via  Casal  Bruciato.  The  area  streets  in  between  follow  somewhat  

Figure 1.3  INA-Casa development

INA-Casa housing is located along Via Tiburtina in the northeast 

quarter of the Tiburtino neighborhood (Istituto Autonomo Casa 

Popolare).
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characteristic  of  most  modern  grids.

center   and   four   schools  within   its   boundaries,   and   also   has   its  
own  small  commercial  corridor,  though  larger  stores  and  a  greater  

Figure  1.4    Land  uses  in  Tiburtino
Tiburtino  is  primarily  residential  with  interspersed  green  space,  commercial  establishments,  and  community  resources  which  are  depicted  on  the  facing  

Via
 d

ei C
ris

polti

V
ia

 Y
a
m

b
o

Via
 T

ib
urt

in
a

V
ia

 A
rn

a
ld

o
 C

e
rv

e
sa

to

V
ia

 C
ip

ria
n
o
 F

a
c
c
h
in

e
tti

V
ia

 d
i C

a
s
a
l B

ru
c
ia

to

V
ia

 Y
a
m

b
o

V
ia

 D
ie

g
o
 A

n
g
e
li

V
ia

 V
irg

ilio
 R

a
m

p
e
rti

V
ia

 P
ie

tro
 F

e
rrig

n
i

Via D
iego Angeli

Via G
iuse

ppe Donati

Via
 G

iu
se

ppe C
anepa

V
ia

 S
ilv

ia
 N

e
g
ro

Via Umberto Notari

Via Riccardo Zampieri

Via Alberto Bergamini

Piazza Riccardo Balsamo Crivelli

V
ia

 U
g
o
 B

e
r
t
o
s
i

Via Carlo Tenca

V
ia

 F
ilip

p
o
 F

io
r
e
n
t
in

i

V
ia

 d
e
i M

o
n
ti T

ib
u
rtin

i

Via
Edoardo

A
b
ib

Via Luigi Cesana

V
ia

 L
u
ig

i L
u
c
a
te

lli

Via Edoard
o Abib

V
ia

 A
lfre

d
o
 C

o
m

a
n
d
in

i

V
ia

 G
ia

n
 G

a
le

a
z
z
o
 A

rriv
a
b
e
n
e

Autostrada Private Property

Legend

Residential

Commercial

Parks

Community 

Resources

Other: Autostrada 

Private Property

Land Uses in Tiburtino

1

2

3

4

5

6

the  Tiburtino  neighborhood  are  diverse.  

neighborhood   were   built,   the   area   residents   are   somewhat  
segregated  spatially  by  age,  something  we  believe  hurts  the  overall  
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Figure  1.5    Community  resources

clear  separation  of  housing  developments  by  way  of  fences,  walls,  
and  gates,  which  only  further  separates  the  local  residents.  

as   area   residents  have   improved   their   jobs   and   their   standards  

attending  university.  Though  the  residents  here  appear  to  enjoy  a  
higher  level  of  income  and  a  greater  standard  of  living  than  they  
once  did,  we  believe  the  neighborhood  has  moved  away,  in  large  
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housing.

neighborhood   and   the   city   center   is   of   primary   importance.  

Crivelli  and  bus  stops  along  V.  Tiburtina  and  V.  Bruciato,  as  well  
as   a   pair   of   nearby   subway   stations   which   should,   in   theory,  

neighborhood’s  major  streets,  Via  dei  Crispolti. Figure  1.6    Parking  space  in  Tiburtino
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2.  Methodology

Street   Survey:   Four   Quadrants   of  
Tiburtino

shows  an  aerial   view  of   the  neighborhood  with   shaded   regions  

to  the  neighborhood  on  about  seven  occasions  and  surveyed  the  
area  for  around  four  hours  each  time,  usually  beginning  around  

.  For  our  survey  inputs,  we  divided  

  

decoration  we   noted   street   furniture,   trees   and   shrubbery,   and  

the   street   for  one  minute.  For   land  use  and  buildings  we  noted  
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Figure  1.7    Survey  division  of  Tiburtino
The  neighborhood  was  divided  into  four  quarters  for  the  purposes  of  

name,  address,   function,  and  status  of  operation.  For  public  and  
private  spaces  we  noted   if   the  street  was  adjacent   to  any  major  
private  or  public  spaces  and  also  the  presence  of  gates  and  walls.  

above   categories.   The   results   of   the   street   survey   are   compiled  
and  presented  in   .
Statistical  Analysis  and  Mapping

population  with  a  college  degree,  employment,  home  ownership,  

neighborhood   observation   data   was   used   to   create   maps   and  
visuals   regarding   land   use,   inaccessibility,   building   façade,   and  
social  gathering  spaces.
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3.  Demographics

Statistical  Background

the  northeastern  and  northwestern  corners  of  the  neighborhood,  

section   of   V.   Tiburtina   and   in   the   neighborhood’s   southeastern  
corner.  

were  clustered  in  the  neighborhood’s  southeastern  section,  as  seen  

of  renters  to  owners  in  Tiburtino  is  high  when  compared  to  that  

to   owner   occupied   units   while   Tiburtino   had   a   ratio   of   about  
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Figure  1.8    Age  in  Tiburtino
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Figure  1.9    College  educated  residents  in  Tiburtino
Figure  1.10    Owner  and  renter  occupied  units  in  Tiburtino
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Observations

Resident  Observations

encountered  retirees  and  elderly  men  and  women.  These  residents  

in  small  groups  of  three  or  less,  or  chatting  outside  of  residential  
buildings.  Some  of  these  older  adults  were  also  seen  accompanying  

carrying  plastic  shopping  bags  or  were  seen  with  young  children  
in  strollers.  

less   seniors   surveyed,   although   the   latter   still  made   up   a   large  

population   appeared   to   be   fairly   homogenous,   as   most   people  

four  vegetable   and  dried  good   stands  within   the  neighborhood,  
though  it  was  uncertain  whether  they  were  the  business  owners  
or  hired  employees.  

residents,  particularly  the  older  women  seen  in  the  area,  appear  to  

still  carry  out  the  practice  of   ,  though  they  do  not  wear  

in  Tiburtino,  ranging  from  a  discount  family  clothing  store  located  

Other  indicators  of  Tiburtino  Social  Status:  Cars,  

Evaluating   Tiburtino   through   resident   observations   is   not  
comprehensive   enough   to   catch   the   more   subtle   clues.   Thus  

newer  vehicles  and  those  in  better  states  of  repair  were  seen  on  V.  

be  observed  and  potentially  attributed  to  being  in  the  vicinity  of  

on  family  cars.    

surnames,   indicating   that   much   of   Tiburtino   is   occupied   by  

of  the  residential  buildings  in  the  northwest  section  had  at  least  
one  apartment  listing  with  multiple  tenant  names,  possibly  a  sign  
of  students  living  in  those  dwellings.  

northeast  quadrant  was  tame,  consisting  mainly  of  love  messages  
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the  communist  party  were  posted  on  the  high  stone  wall  along  V.  
Tiburtina,  but  none  were  seen  within  the  northeast  quarter  itself,  

appeared  to  increase  moving  towards  the  southeastern  end  of  the  
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4.  Street  Level  Activities

Commercial  Activity

Business  Concentrations

within   their   own   neighborhood   without   needing   to   travel   far  

Commercial   activity   in   the   northeast   section   of   Tiburtino   was  

two  of  the  store  fronts  there  were  also  fruit  and  vegetable  stands,  
though  the  spaces  they  inhabited  appeared  to  have  been  occupied  

may  point  to  the  wealth  of  the  neighborhood.  Some  smaller  retail  
spaces   similar   to   those   seen   throughout   the   neighborhood   are  

restaurant   located   in   the   northeastern   quarter   on   the   northern  

housing   development   in   the   far   northeast   corner.   This   space  

out  onto  V.  Tiburtina,  though  there  was  an  auto  repair  and  body  
shop   that  may  be   connected  with   it   on   the  opposite   side  of   the  
building,  facing  the  end  of  V.  Crispolti.
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Businesses   in   the   southeastern   portion   of   Tiburtino   included   a  

  

names   included   medical   practitioners,   dentists,   and   lawyers.  

Figure  1.12    Open-air  market

Figure  1.13    Small  businesses  and  services
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hour,  but  some  storefronts  seemed  to  be  former  businesses  that  
were  out   of   operation.   This  was   a   common  occurrence   seen  on  
all  of  the  retail  streets  surveyed  and  was  not   just   limited  to  one  

Crivelli,  but  most  had  none  of  these  traces.

Types  of  Commercial  Establishments

number  of  large  grocery  stores  within  Tiburtino,  as  well  as  many  

and  gelaterias,  although  there  are  far  more  of  these  than  there  are  

it  had  a  noticeable  presence  of  food  and  beverage  establishments  

popular  business  establishments  include  retail  outlets  (watch  and  

stores  seem  to  be  a  popular  retail  establishment  in  Tiburtino,  with  

Retail  Pricing

residential  area  and  were  noticeably  cheaper  than  those  in  central  

on   V.   Tiburtina   advertise   lower   prices   than   those   within   the  

Human  Activity

Congregation  Nodes
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Figure  1.14    Social  spaces  in  Tiburtino
Social  gathering  in  Tiburtino  commonly  occurs  in  green  spaces,  retail  areas,  street  corners,  and  courtyards  of  residential  buildings  (Yoon  
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observed  a  few  people  besides  the  older  men,  but  not  in  any  large  

loitering   along   V.   Tiburtina   in   the   afternoons.   Further   south,   at  

who   were   gathered   around   picnic   tables   in   a   pavilion   covered  

but  it  was  unclear  whether  or  not  she  lived  there.  

The  grounds  of  La  Cacciarella  appeared  to  be  a  focal  point  for  social  

gathered   on   the   benches,   parents  with   small   children   occupied  
the  playground,  and  high  school  aged  youth  were  grouped  near  

professional  school.

Figure  1.15    La  Cacciarella  social  cooperative
The  grounds  of  the  cooperative  act  as  an  important  social  node  for  the  
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5.  Streetscape

Street  and  Sidewalk  Types  and  their  
Condition

showed  some  wear  and  other  places   in  which  pedestrian   travel  

of  the  streets  in  this  newer  neighborhood  are  made  of  asphalt  and  

of  the  widest  and  most  heavily  used  streets  in  the  neighborhood,  

to  the  point  that  they  interfered  with  normal  use  of  the  street.  V.  
Tiburtina,   the   northern   boundary   of   the   neighborhood,   was   in  

Tiburtina.
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spots  for  nearby  buildings  on  either  side.  Construction  sites  also  

street  and  made  it  narrower  than  it  would  be  otherwise.

Cleanliness  and  Greenery

Contributing   to   the  overall   cleanliness  and  pleasant  appearance  
of  neighborhood  streets  and  public   spaces  was   the  provision  of  

many  were  without  leaves  because  of  the  season  of  observation.  

often  spilled  over  the  fences  and  walls,  contributing  further  to  the  
green  appearance  of  neighborhood  streets.
Parking

Figure  1.16    Street  trees

Finally,   one   of   the   biggest   issues   in   the   neighborhood   and   one  

distance,  many  residents   in   the  neighborhood  appear   to  own  at  
least  one  car,  judging  by  the  multitude  we  observed  throughout  the  

spaces  seen.  

in  the  eastern  half  of  the  neighborhood  seem  to  have  addressed  this  

Figure  1.17    Parking  on  Via  dei  Crispolti
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V.  Tiburtina,  but  were  relatively  few  in  number.  The  neighborhood  

V.  Tiburtina  and  V.  Comandini,  and  by  commencing  construction  

Figure  1.18    Underground  parking Figure  1.19    Aboverground  parking  
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6.  Community  Resources

Churches  and  Community  Center

Tiburtino  has  a  number  of  public  spaces,  resources,  and  facilities  

to   seat   a   large   congregation  within   the   church   itself,   as  well   as  

the  letters  and  advertisements  posted  on  the  bulletin  board  in  the  

the  community  and  a  gathering  point  as  well.

Just  south  of  the  church  on  V.  Cesana  is  a  neighborhood  community  

it  appears  to  be  a  private  facility  only  open  to  members.    Behind  
the  fence  at  the  rear  of  the  center,  on  the  corner  of  V.  Cesana  and  
V.  Comandini,  is  an  open  green  area  and  portico  with  tables  and  
chairs,   though   they   were   never   seen   being   used,   and   a   pair   of  
other  buildings  that  resemble  storage  facilities.

Schools

the  southwest  quarter  of  the  neighborhood  stands  the  community’s  
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of  its  façade  and  grounds.  Just  north  of  the  daycare  center,  on  V.  
Facchinetti,   stands   a   large   yellow   building   that   houses   a   public  

to  us  whether  or  not  these  were  private  schools,  but  the  elementary  
school   appeared   to   be   better   maintained   than   its   counterpart.  

school,  which  stands  on  V.  Bergamini.

Parks  and  Green  Spaces

Besides  having  a  number  of  schools  and  public   indoor   facilities,  

far  northeastern  corner  of  the  neighborhood  is  the  community’s  

Figure  1.20    Middle  school
Tiburtino  contains  many  public  schools  including  this  middle  school  

Figure  1.21    Professional  high  school

alongside  a  promenade,  which  continues  to  run  south  along  Via  

to  refresh  visitors.  

surrounded  by  hedges,  about  four  feet  high,  with  partial  openings  
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the  southern  edge  of  the  neighborhood  and  La  Cacciarella  on  its  

of   the   area’s  major   bus  mall,   contains   a   large,   grass   lawn   in   its  
western  section,  serving  as  a  gathering  point  for  the  neighborhood.  

cooperative   which   serves   a   similar   function.   The   cooperative  

complete  with  a  playground.

Figure  1.22    Parks  and  green  spaces

Figure  1.23    La  Cacciarella  social  cooperative
The  cooperative  contains  a  green  space  and  other  amenities  used  by  
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7.  Buildings

of  buildings  facades  in  the  neighborhood  were  observed  to  be  in  

the  southwest  quarter,  had  building  facades  of  lesser  quality,  with  
slightly  worn  paint  and  medium  amounts  of  surface  decoration.  
Standout   poor   facades   were   seen   on   certain   buildings   in   the  

and  poor  conditions.

INA-Casa  Housing

this  area  have  similar  design  characteristics  and  layouts  that  are  

units  have  private  gardens  or  patios  at  their  entrances.  Laid  out  in  

Two  anomalies  to  the  pattern  in  this  area,  and  in  the  neighborhood  

and  V.  Lucatelli  and  the  row  of  row  of  townhouses  on  the  corner  
of  V.  Crispolti  and  V.  Cesana.  The  latter  is  a  public  housing  project,  
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Figure  1.24    Frequency  of  structures  by  age  per  sezione  in  
Tiburtino  IV,  2001 Figure  1.25    INA-Casa  housing

it  appeared  as  though  each  unit  got  its  own  balcony.  The  ground  

the  Fiat  dealership  on  the  northern  side  facing  V.  Tiburtina.  The  
townhouses,  on  the  other  hand,  were  built  up  on  a  platform,  with  

apartments  below.  They  are  slightly  younger  than  the  surrounding  

Later  Developments

a   balcony.   The   three   buildings   that   comprise   the   Villa   Fassini  

Commercial  spaces  were  usually  located  on  the  street  level  of  these  
buildings,  rather  than  in  their  own,  separate  structures.  Building  
façades   here   had   been   generally  well  maintained,   although   this  

this  area,  the  balconies  facing  the  streets  had  less  laundry  hanging  
on  them,  instead  having  only  plants,  and  the  units  in  Villa  Fassini  

that  the  people  living  there  own  clothes  dryers.  
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The  buildings  in  the  western  half  of  the  neighborhood  were  also  
of  a  similar  age  and  condition  to  those  of  the  southeastern  section,  

northwest  quarter  appear  to  have  been  constructed  in  the  postwar  

showed  their  age  through  peeling  paint  and  a  dingy  appearance.  

commercial  buildings  are  scattered  around,  particularly  along  Via  
Tiburtina.  The  facades  of  these  newer  buildings  contained  many  

the  balconies  around  Tiburtino  had  one  of  these  amenities,  which  
could  possibly  point  to  higher  income  and  leisure  time.  

Figure  1.27    Villa  Fassini
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8.  Access

Access  to  Residences

government   buildings   are   closed   to   the   public,   almost   every  
building  and  space  in  Tiburtino  has  a  fence  or  wall  surrounding  
it,   and   usually   a   gate   controlling   access.   This  was  most   evident  

development   in   the   northeastern   corner   of   the   neighborhood,  

their  own  small  garden,  courtyard  or  patio  in  front  of  the  doorway,  

of  greater  security  for  the  apartments.  

built   in  distinct   rows  enclosing  a   central   space  or   courtyard,  all  

be   open   occasionally,   probably   because  many   of   the   apartment  

the  more  high  end  apartments  had  their  own  porters  or  doormen.  

themselves.

Access  to  Public  Spaces

used  as  a  public  space  by  local  residents,  was  surrounded  by  a  wall  
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and  V.  Bruciato,  but  during  the  initial  street  survey  it  was  passed  

space.    Similarly,  all  of  the  schools  in  the  southeastern  section  of  

Private  Streets  and  Complexes

There  are  also  a  number  of  private  streets  and  large  private  areas,  

to   the   segmented   and   guarded   atmosphere   of   Tiburtino.   The  

other  areas  of  the  neighborhood,  a  number  of  streets  and  residential  

turning  onto  the  street,  and  with  a  gate  at  its  other  end  along  V.  

divides  into  two  parts,  one  of  which  was  a  similarly  gated  private  
area.  That  private   section  of   the   road  descends   to  a   lower   level  

be  restricted  to  residents  of  the  adjacent  apartment  buildings  only  

Figure  1.30    Gated  complex Figure  1.31    Partially  blocked  street
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Figure  1.32    Gated  street

Figure  1.33    Private  street
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9.  Conclusion

class  clientele,  while  residential  buildings  still   loom  overhead  as  

accessible   by   crossing   the   busy   V.   Tiburtina,   users   of   public  

transportation  seem  to  rely  mostly  on  the  several  bus   lines  that  
connect   the  neighborhood  to  the  rest  of   the  city,  many  of  which  

community.  The  neighborhood  does  have  spaces  where  residents  
tend   to   gather,   either   in   designated   public   spaces   or   informal  

division   of   public   and   private   space   within   the   neighborhood  

especially  in  terms  of  uniting  the  middle  and  upper  classes  with  
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interaction  across  all  portions  of  Tiburtino.  Such  interactions  may  
serve  to  unify  the  residents,  bettering  a  neighborhood  that  seems  
to  be  improving  and  moving  toward  the  future.  
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Part  II

Cognitive  Map  Exercise
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1.  Introduction  and  Methodology

built   in   concrete,   glass,   and   stone,   but   also  what   is  moving   and  

may  not  always  be  aware  of  it  ourselves,  we  are  an  integral  part  of  
this  public  image  of  the  city.  The  types  of  things  we  do,  where  we  
do  them,  and  who  is  involved  all  play  a  part  in  our  evaluation  of  

a   visual   survey   of   the   built   environment   of   our   neighborhood,  

in   ,   we   observed   and   collected   data   on   the  

”  

Introduction

,  

of   our  urban  environment.  The  ways   in  which  we  go  about  our  
daily   lives,   how   and   where   we   interact   with   our   surroundings  
and  neighbors,  where  we  go  and  how  we  get  there  are  all  shaped,  

process  of  interpretation  and  analysis  involves  more  than  what  is  
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input  by  conducting  a  series  of  interviews  and  cognitive  mapping  

members  of   the  community  as  well  as  with  random  encounters  

their   comments   and   answers,   we   were   able   to   learn   how   they  

and  their  image  of  its  visual  form.  Their  answers  were  rich  with  
personal   anecdotes   and   tangential   information,   deepening   our  
understanding  of  Tiburtino.  Compiling  these  interviews  has  given  

Methodology

elements   provide   a   picture   of   the   spatial   relationships   within  
cities,   as  well   as   the   human   interpretation,   or   reading,   of   these  
elements.   Following   Lynch’s  model  we   began   the   second   phase  
of   our   neighborhood   study   by   conducting   a   similar   cognitive  

and  survey  observations.  

collection  allowed  us  to  compare  our  cognitive  map  as  seen  in  the  

were  uncomfortable  drawing  a  map,  we  often  derived  their  image  
of  the  neighborhood  from  the  interview  conversation.

The   interview   questions   covered   topics   of   neighborhood  
characteristics,   elements   of   the   visual   form,   and   perceptions   of  

based  on  earlier  observations,  for  which  we  composed  questions  
to  gather  further  information.  These  questions  focused  on  green  

structured  our  conversations  around   these   interview  questions,  

information  about  the  interviewees  themselves,  clues  which  aided  
our  understanding  of  their  individual  perspectives.  

acted   as   translators,   instrumental   in   our   collection   of   valuable  

most  common  themes  and  elements  discussed  by  all  interviewees.  

visual  elements.  Therefore,  pertinent  comments  and  perspectives  
from  individual  interviews  have  been  compiled  according  to  topics  
for   the  purposes  of   this   study.  Similarly,   cognitive  maps  derived  

been  recorded  as  separate  visual  forms.  
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2.  Image  of  Tiburtino:  Cognitive  Map  Derived  from  Survey  
Observations

”  

Assumptions  and  Limitations

initial   assignment   of   street   surveys,   bounded   within   an   area  

and   the   neighborhood   streets   were   surveyed   only   within   the  
boundaries   of   Via   Tiburtina   to   the   north,   Via   di   Casal   Bruciato  

based  not  on  physical  realities  but  on  our  mentally  assigned  edges  

neighborhood  into  four  quarters  (northwest,  northeast,  southwest  

of  our  narrow  perspectives  combine.  

result,  our  image  of  Tiburtino  is  predominantly  a  pedestrian  one,  
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adequate  to  map  the  visual  form  of  the  neighborhood.

neighborhood.   Therefore,   our   cognitive   map   is   limited,   based  
primarily   on   an   image   of   Tiburtino   derived   from   observations  
during  our  daytime  studio  hours.  

accumulated,   our   perception   of   Tiburtino’s   visual   elements   are  

the   neighborhood,   hopefully   gleaning   enough   information   to  
assume  that  our  image  of  the  neighborhood  is  similar  to  that  of  
residents.  Figure  2.2  depicts  our  cognitive  map  of  Tiburtino  based  

Visual  Elements

Paths

all  four  observers  on  our  team  as  well  as  a  path  frequently  used  

for  the  neighborhood  to  V.  Tiburtina.  

Figure  2.1  Major  path
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Figure  2.1  Neighborhood  image  from  group’s  perspective  
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the   visual   form   of   the   neighborhood,   connecting   people   from  

major   arterial  V.   Tiburtina,  V.   Cesana   is   a  minor   element   in   the  

Figure  2.3  Minor  path
Via  Cipriano  Facchinetti  connects  La  Cacciarella  social  cooperative  and  

local  road  but  a  minor  element  in  Tiburtino’s  visual  image.  

Edges

to  the  east.  

Figure  2.4  Major  edge
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the  edge  between  neighborhood  and  private  property  solely   for  

survey  area  of  the  neighborhood  with  V.  Bergamini  to  the  south,  

area  separated  by  an  edge.

Districts

Tiburtino   contains  many  districts   of   some   common,   identifying  

acts  as  a  major  element  in  the  neighborhood’s  image.  The  district  

Figure  2.5  Minor  edge

public   housing   tenants.   This   perception   was   reinforced   when  

Figure  2.6  Major  district
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and   upscale   housing,   called   Villa   Fassini.   This  minor   district   is  

and   perceived   higher   income,   compared   to   the   neighborhood  

more  recently  than  other  areas  of  Tiburtino  and  the  apartments  

in  the  neighborhood.  Thus  this  newer  construction  constitutes  a  

Nodes

at  intersections  of  streets  as  well  as  built  places,  creating  points  

Figure  2.7  Eviction  in  INA-Sarco

Figure  2.8  Minor  district

Figure  2.9  Newer  construction  in  Villa  Fassini
The  unifying  physical  appearance  of  Villa  Fassini  renders  it  a  minor  
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converge.   Located   in   the   center   of   the   surveyed   neighborhood  
area,   this   major   node   is   a   point   where   much   pedestrian   and  

Landmarks

Tiburtino  act  as  point  references  for  locals  and  were  important  to  

irregularly  shaped  cement  church  in  the  northeast,  and  the  large  

characteristics   of   these   buildings   and   their   singularity   in   the  

form.    

Figure  2.10  Major  node

poor   physical   condition   and   completely   enclosing   fencing.   The  

Strengths   and   Weaknesses   of  
Tiburtino’s  Image  

the   elements   laid   out   in   Lynch’s   ,   we  

Figure  2.11  Major  landmark
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developed  the  cognitive  map  of  Tiburtino  seen  in  Figure  2.2.  The  

center   of   the   neighborhood.   The   edges   that   separate   Tiburtino  
from  the  rest  of   the  city  are  strong  on   the  west,  north  and  east  

of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  neighborhood.  Some  districts  in  

property,  and  Villa  Fassini.  Yet  much  of  the  neighborhood  appears  

and  sense  of  entering  space  hinders  an  observer’s  understanding  

Tiburtino.

Figure  2.12  Minor  landmark
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3.  Images  and  Issues:  Interviews  with  Locals

”  

Simone

us   by   referring   to   the   neighborhood   as   Casal   Bruciato   rather  
than   Tiburtino.   Subsequent   interviewees   also   used   this   name.  

informed  us  about   the  neighborhood  character,   its  major  paths,  

Bruciato  with  his  friends  as  well  as  the  neighborhood’s  reputation,  
problems,  and  changes  over  time.  

Stefania  

of  La  Cacciarella  social  cooperative  and  is  involved  in  advancing  

hour  long  interview  in  La  Cacciarella,  Stefania  revealed  to  be  deeply  

the  current  struggles  with  the  town  council   to  restore  currently  
abandoned  open  spaces  of  former  farms.  Stefania  felt  strongly  the  
need  for  more  space  would  reduce  the  current  social  isolation  of  

the  neighborhood.  

Laura  

we  were  approached  by  an  elderly  woman  named  Laura  (Figure  
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Figure  2.13  Stefania

Figure  2.14  Laura

were   conducting   a   study   of   the   neighborhood,   she   adamantly  

descriptions  were  insightful.  

Emilio  and  Claudia  

the   neighborhood   has   improved   over   time,   particularly   in   the  
cooperative   and   around   the   public   spaces.   Emilio,   a   lifelong  

characteristics.  

Figure  2.15  Emilio  and  Claudia
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Anna  Rita

not  a  resident  of  Casal  Bruciato,  she  frequented  the  cooperative  
often  for  her  son  to  use  the  playground.  The  interview  focused  on  
the  positives  and  negatives  of   raising  a   family  within   the   larger  

within  Casal  Bruciato,   in  addition   to   increased  health  problems  
from  pollution.  

Focus  group  of  senior  men

Following  numerous  observations  of  older  men  congregating   in  

notable  district  pride  and  identity.  

Wojciech

negative  and  his  perception  informed  us  of  the  blight  in  the  visual  
form.  

Figure  2.16  Focus  group

Three  teenagers  in  Piazza

ELIS  students  



53Casal  Bruciato

Figure  2.17  ELIS  students

Conducted   in   English,   the   interview   provided   valuable   insight  

did  not  reside  in  the  area,  they  were  aware  of  the  neighborhood’s  
name.  Their  image  of  the  neighborhood  seemed  to  be  concentrated  

many  negative  characteristics  in  Casal  Bruciato.  

Andrea  Valentini
  

lived  in  the  neighborhood  his  entire  life,  this  interesting  character  

neighborhood   has   been   improving,   especially   when   the   city  

Figure  2.18  Andrea  Valentini

form  of  Casal  Bruciato,  as  perceived  by  one  individual.  

Neighborhood  Identity

Name
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our   conversations   with   interviewees   in   the   neighborhood,   the  

neighborhood  we  were  in  was  Casal  Bruciato  and  that  Tiburtino  

in  the  neighborhood  as  well.  

Boundaries

as   the  northern  edge,  Via  Filippo  Fiorentini  as   the  eastern  edge  

Via Tiburtina

Vi
a 

di
 C

as
al

 B
ru

ci
at

o

Via Alberto Bergamini

Via Filippo Fiorentini

Figure  2.19  Tiburtino  initial  boundaries

Via Tiburtina

Vi
a 

di
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al

 B
ru

ci
at

o
Strada dei Parchi A24

Via FilippoFiorentini

Figure  2.20    Casal  Bruciato  boundaries
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Via Tiburtina
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Via FilippoFiorentini

Figure  2.21  Emilio  and  Claudia’s  boundaries

Bergamini,  and  more  open  space  in  the  south.  

indicated  by   interviewees  more   logically   isolate   the  area  within  

INA-Casa  Identity

private   residential   development,   we   discovered   the   strong  

made   it   apparent   to   us   that   the  members   from   this   part   of   the  
neighborhood   have   their   own   distinctive   identity   and   sense   of  
place,  separate  from  the  rest  of  Casal  Bruciato.  

since  the  opening  of  the  public  housing.  These  men  felt  a  stronger  

conversation.  They  seemed  better  connected  and  informed  about  

of  the  neighborhood.  

Weak  neighborhood  identity

such   as   some   of   the  men   in   the   focus   group,   share   a   common  

settling  in  the  newer  areas  of  Casal  Bruciato  have  not  cultivated  
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a  result,  the  sense  of  community  and  collective  identity  in  Casal  

observations  and  neighborhood  survey.

Neighborhood  Characteristics

neighborhood  or  describe   it   in  a   few  words,  many   interviewees  

this  way  by  Simone  as  well  as  by  the  focus  group  of  elderly  men  in  

pride  in  a  unique  neighborhood  identity.  These  responses  seemed  

often  preceded  by  silence  in  considering  the  question  and  then  a  
shrug  before  the  rather  passive  response.

that  there  were  more  good  people  than  bad  in  the  neighborhood.  

very  positive  view  of  the  neighborhood.  

a  more  negative  image  of  Casal  Bruciato,  perhaps  the  result  of  a  

maintained.  

La   Cacciarella   was   described   as   an   important   place   in   the  

Cacciarella   is   an   important   gathering   place   in   Casal   Bruciato.  

to   connect   from   Via   Cipriano   Facchinetti   to   V.   Bruciato   or   to  

hosting  gatherings  of  children  and  families,  elderly  residents,  and  

of  elderly  men  all  seemed  to  describe  La  Caciarella  as  a  node.  They  

important   place   in   the   neighborhood.   Simone,   the   high   school  
student,  described  it  as  a  node,  mentioning  the  convergence  of  bus  

place  for  him  and  his  friends.  The  focus  group  of  elderly  men  also  
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neighborhood  were   to  build  one.  These  comments   indicate   that  

the  street  as  heavily  used  by  pedestrians  and  a  frequent  site  for  
stopping  and  gathering.  The  perception  of  this  area  as  a  node  may  
be  strengthened  by  the  concentration  of  commercial  uses  at  the  

Movement  and  Paths

Metro

within  Casal  Bruciato’s  boundaries,  residents  we  interviewed  were  

neighborhood  and  larger  commercial  districts  in  the  area.  Future  

Paths

path.  

V.  Bruciato  provides   the  neighborhood’s  western  boundary  and  

V.  Bruciato  as  the  most  important  path  through  the  neighborhood,  
pointing  out   the   connection  between   the   street’s  name  and   the  

to   reach   the  major  arterial  V.  Tiburtina,  many   residents  around  

Finally,   V.   Tiburtina   is   unquestionably   the   busiest   of   the  major  
paths   in   Casal   Bruciato,   acting   as   the   neighborhood’s   northern  
boundary,   main   transportation   artery,   and   main   commercial  

important  path.  Some  interviewees,  such  as  the  couple  interviewed  

through  a  multitude  of  bus  lines  that  run  along  the  street.  Elderly  

city  center.  

Hubs
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hub,   but   not   very   often.   Elderly   residents   interviewed   during  

for  the  neighborhood.  

Open   Spaces   in   the   Neighborhood  
Image

Green  Spaces

Through   our   initial   observations   of   the   neighborhood,   many  

impressions   of   the  dominating  presence  of   limited   accessibility  

conveyed   the   subject   of   green   spaces   as   a   constant   struggle   in  

already  much  land  devoted  to  open  space,  though  much  remains  
inaccessible.  

Reclaiming  Abandoned  Farmland

social   cooperative,   we   learned   that   Tiburtino’s   original   urban  
conception   was   structured   on   speculation.   This   speculation   of  
land  from  private  developers,  with  little  governmental  regulation,  

improvement   of   the   surrounding   green   space   was   consistently  
compromised  for  the  physical  demands  of  new  construction.  

began  with  agricultural  land  and  farm  structures,  many  of  which  

west  of  V.  Bruciato  and  south  of  V.  Bergamini  as  sites  that  would  be  

Figure  2.22    Unused  open  space
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are  hoping  to  obtain  from  the  town  council.  

now  a  functional  social  space  with  restaurants,  galleries,  and  much  

Figure  2.23    Future  green  spaces

as   an   important   place   for   the   neighborhood.   She   described   the  
many  families  that  use  the  playground  facilities,  the  seniors  who  
use  the  outdoor  seating,  and  the  students  from  the  nearby  school  

Varied  Perception  and  Differential  Usage

Figure  2.24  La  Cacciarella  social  cooperative
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neighborhood  boundaries.  

Problems

and   open   spaces   within   Casal   Bruciato.   Stefania’s   interview  
highlighted   the   inadequate   social   services   in   the  neighborhood,  
particularly   for   older   residents,   who   seem   to   be   isolated   in   a  

drug   use   with   accompanying   safety   concerns   also   plagues  

problems  are  worsened  with  limited  green  space  and  increasing  

Figure  2.25    Proposed  Autostrade  parking  lot

speculative  construction  and  planning.

Security

Gates  and  Perceived  Safety  Threats

some  of  which  were  supplemented  with  glass  or  barbed  wire  for  
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observed   this   apparent   disagreement   between   the   residents’  
attitude  and  the  appearance  of  the  space,  we  decided  to  investigate  
this  issue  further  during  our  neighborhood  interviews.

was   in  a  perceived  need  and  desire   for  these  security  measures  

La  Cacciarella  employee,  Stefania,  and  our  focus  group  of  elderly  
gentlemen,  the  Casal  Bruciato  neighborhood  has  a  history  of  social  
unrest  and  violence.  

following  this  event  there  were  a  number  of  similar  occurrences  
over  the  same  issue,  each  time  causing  clashes  with  the  police  and  
some   destruction   of   property.   These   violent   moments   in   Casal  

to   the   perceived   need   for   fences   and   security  measures   visible  
in   the  neighborhood  today.  The  turbulent  neighborhood  history  
seems   to  have  a   strong   impression  on   residents’   image  of   their  

and  theft  have  reinforced  the  need  for  added  protection  in  Casal  

camps,  at  which  time  she  mentioned  that  some  thefts  in  the  area  
had  been  attributed  to  them.  She  said  that  neighborhood  residents  
were  careful  to  guard  against  intrusion  into  their  courtyards  and  

on  the  need  for  gates  and  fences  to  deter  trespass  and  crime  from  
those  nearby  gypsy  camps.  

same  statement,  saying  that  the  neighborhood  was  very  safe  and  
secure.   They   admitted   that   there  were   some  problems  of   theft,  

in   the   neighborhood,   an   issue   discussed   in   some   length   during  

did  not  live  in  the  neighborhood,  sold  drugs  at  various  points  in  

drug  dealing.  

safety,   they   mentioned   the   discovery   of   a   body   on   V.   Crispolti,  
a   young   man   who   had   overdosed   on   drugs.   This   event,   which  
occurred   about   one   year   ago,   seemed   to   trouble   them   but   did  

live.  The  men  of  the  focus  group  downplayed  the  need  for  fences  

about  some  incidents  related  to  safety  during  other  parts  of  our  
conversation.

Differing  Opinions

that  borders  the  cooperative.  

by   Simone,   a   teenage   student   at   the   professional   high   school  

was  generally  a  safe  place  and   that  he   felt   comfortable  meeting  
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be  attributed   to   the   large  groups  of   teenagers   that   loiter   in   the  
public  space,  perhaps  intimidating  for  young  mothers  and  other  

feel  uncomfortable  and  unsafe  in  Casal  Bruciato.

on   the   issue   of   gates   and   crime.   Their   responses   indicate   that  
residents  generally  have  a  positive,  safe  image  of  Casal  Bruciato,  
although  we  may  have  received  more  measured  responses  with  
longer  interview  times.

History  and  its  Effects

From  Ancient  to  INA-Casa

the   focus   group,   this   was   the   starting   point   from   which   they  
gave   the   neighborhood’s   history,   beginning  with   the   story   of   V.  

informed  us  that  the  area  on  which  Casal  Bruciato  now  stands  on  

neighborhood.  

relocated   into   public   housing,   including   one   man   in   our   focus  

Casa  was  a  visionary  project,  and  members  of  the  focus  group  still  

current  apartments.  

Post-INA-Casa  Development

Stefania  highlighted  the  housing  situation  in  the  decades  following  

living   conditions,   these   illegal   residents   began   demanding   the  
construction  of  more  public  housing.  The  demonstrations  led  to  

on  the  city  government  to  develop  more  public  housing  properties,  

constructed  mainly   by   private   real   estate   developers,   including  

indicated  that  the  newer  developments  do  not  have  as  strong  of  a  

of   elderly   men   told   us   that   although   newer   constructions   are  

nature  have  not  fostered  the  same  sense  of  common  identity  that  

isolated   from   the   others,   with   their   own   small   courtyards   and  
little  in  the  way  of  public  space.  This  is  also  the  reason,  she  said,  
that  several  open  properties  on  the  neighborhood’s  periphery  are  
being  held  by  the  city  for  future  action  by  developers,  the  primary  

group  of   community  members   are   attempting   to   gain   access   to  
this  property  for  restoration  and  community  use,  but  the  city  has  
yet  to  grant  their  requests.  
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Figure  2.26    Map  of  1970s  housing  riots  in  Casal  Bruciato
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The  neighborhood’s  history  as  an  area  of  farm  lands  has  perhaps  

perhaps  springs  from  the  nature  of  private  development  in  other  

have  tied  the  public  housing  residents  together.  



Casal  Bruciato

4.  Perspectives:  Casal  Bruciato  by  Demographic

Seniors

Narrow  Sphere  of  Activity

Seniors  in  Casal  Bruciato  seem  to  live  their  lives  within  a  very  small  

They  informed  us  of  the  many  methods  of  travel  people  used  to  

they  live.  Various  retail  outlets  and  grocery  stores  are  located  near  

Trips  to  other  areas  of  the  neighborhood  seemed  rare  and  trips  to  
the  city  center  occurred  infrequently  and  for  leisurely  purpose.

seniors  we   interviewed  were  encountered  and  observed  during  

the  men  in  our  focus  group,  spent  every  morning  and  afternoon  

tend  to  cluster  in  open  spaces  close  to  their  own  homes,  traveling  

with  others  outside  their  own  housing  developments.

near  the  Vatican,  but  moved  to  Casal  Bruciato  when  he  was  young.  

as  his  hometown.  
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in  the  focus  group,  a  former  pasticceria  owner,  noted  that  some  

Bruciato  itself,  due  to  a  redundant  streetscape.

Senior  Nodes

are  a  large  number  of  picnic  tables  and  chairs  to  support  a  large  
congregation  of  elderly  men,  with  the  table  surfaces  large  enough  
to  support  many  games  of  cards  and  other   table  games.  Finally,  
the  tables  all  have  large  pieces  of  cardboard  covering  the  surfaces  
of   the  picnic   tables.  These  are  placed  on   the   tables  by   locals   to  

also  increases  its  importance  as  a  senior  node.

cooperative.  Some  of  the  seniors  we  encountered  and  interviewed  
were  encountered  there,  including  Laura,  an  enthusiastic  woman  

through.

these   same   seniors,   who   mentioned   entering   the   church   to  

Young  Families  and  Children

revealed   how  daily   family   life   is   dictated   throughout   Tiburtino.  

for  the  two  combined  areas  is  on  the  rise  and  this  has  led  to  slight  
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young  children.  

Students

Based   on   interviews,   it   seems   that   students   in   Casal   Bruciato  

La   Cacciarella   social   cooperative   is   also   an   important   node   for  

cooperative  as  a  place  where  many  of  his  classmates  loitered  or  
passed  through  as  a  shortcut  between  Via  di  Casal  Bruciato  and  

Crivelli  also  attracts  a  college  and  graduate  student  crowd.
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5.  Image  of  Casal  Bruciato:  Cognitive  Maps  Derived  from  
Interviews

”  

Based   upon   statements   directly   recorded   from   interviews   as  
well   as   information  allowing  us   to  presume   the  perceived  visu
al   elements,   we   have   generated   three   cognitive  maps   from   the  

the  visual  form  of  the  neighborhood  as  seen  by  one  interviewee  
who  gave  a  detailed  account  of  Casal  Bruciato’s   image.  The   last  
is  derived   from  the   focus  group  of  elderly  men,  who  seemed   to  
have  a  collective  perspective  on  the  neighborhood  distinct   from  
the  rest  of  the  neighborhood.  See  Figure  2.27  for  street  outlines  of  
the  neighborhood.

General   Resident   Cognitive   Map  
Features

of   the   Tiburtino   neighborhood   gathered   from   our   resident  

interviews  with  Stefania,  the  focus  group  of  senior  men,  and  the  

paths  in  the  neighborhood.

Paths

bisecting  road  of  the  neighborhood,  and  Via  di  Casal  Bruciato,  a  

Crivelli  to  V.  Tiburtina.
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Figure  2.27    Street  outlines



Casal  Bruciato

Figure  2.28  General  resident  cognitive  map
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Edges

The   southern   and   eastern   bounds   of   Casal   Bruciato  were   seen  
as   edges   by   all   interviewees.   Via   Filippo   Fiorentini   and   the  

the  residential  buildings  of  Casal  Bruciato  from  distinct  physical  

edge   separates   a   private,   inaccessible   area   from   the   residential  
buildings  and  public  streets  of  the  neighborhood.  

Districts

The  only  two  major  districts  that  were  consistently  mentioned  by  

distinct  areas  of  common  character,  and  a  few  mentions  of  Villa  

other  distinct  districts.

Landmarks

in  the  neighborhood  of  Casal  Bruciato.

Andrea   Valentini   Cognitive   Map  
Features

drew.

Paths

runs  west  from  Facchinetti,  paralleling  Bergamini  by  going  behind  

Edges

The  major  edges  neatly  enclose  the  entirety  of  Casal  Bruciato.    To  

Facchinetti,  and  the  west   is  Via  di  Casal  Bruciato,  with  the  edge  
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Nodes

Districts

lie  south  of  Bergamini,  while  the  minor  districts  are  situated  north  

in  the  northeast.

Landmarks

Focus  Group  Cognitive  Map  Features

particular  perspective  of   the  visual   form  of  Casal  Bruciato,   that  

Paths

For members of the focus group, paths in the neighborhood are 
important streets allowing movement in and out of the INA-Casa 
development. V. Tiburtina was noted as a major path, used by the 
men for leisurely walks as well as for trips to the city center. They 
remarked that it was the most important street, busy with motorized 

cited as a major path, passing through the INA-Casa development and 
providing access to Tiburtina and thus the city center, as well as to 
Pza. Crivelli. The importance of this path is furthered by the street-
level commercial functions of the street. The men explained that they 
hardly leave the area because they do not have to travel far for any 
basic necessities; they can acquire groceries and other retail needs 
near Angeli. Minor paths for these seniors include Via Luigi Cesana, 
connecting INA-Casa housing to the major arterial Tiburtina, and 
Crispolti, providing east-west movement through the neighborhood 
and access to La Cacciarella social cooperative. 

Edges

The major edges to the neighborhood were indicated similarly by 
the elderly men and most other interviewees. To the east, Via Filippo 

tangenziale A24 Strada dei Parchi bounds the neighborhood with 
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Figure  2.29  Andrea  Valentini  cognitive  map
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Casal Bruciato is an edge between two different areas: the residential 
neighborhood and abandoned open space. An interesting feature 
in focus group’s image is a perceived edge between the INA-Casa 
development and the western half of the neighborhood. The western 
half of the neighborhood was talked about with pointing and gestures, 
indicating a distinction in the INA-Casa development of here and there. 
Ending at 19A Crispolti, the INA-Casa development is separated from 
the west by an edge running parallel to V. Angeli.

Nodes

One obvious strong node for the focus group men was the INA-Casa 
park where the interview was conducted. The men maintained the 
park and spent time in it every day, socializing with each other and 
their many acquaintances that passed by the area. Another major node 
was the section of V. Angeli between V. Crispolti and Via Giuseppe 
Donati, where they mentioned many people walk, shop, and greet 
each other. Minor nodes for gathering and passing through were noted 
as the church Santa Maria della Visitazione, La Cacciarella social 
cooperative, and Piazza Crivelli. 

Districts

When asked what neighborhood they were in, some of the men in 
the focus group passionately replied “INA-Casa!” while others said 
“Casal Bruciato.” It was then explained that while Casal Bruciato 
was the neighborhood, INA-Casa was an area within it with a distinct 
common identity. For the men, INA-Casa was a major district with a 
strong identity, quite separate from the rest of the neighborhood. The 
men also noted that one other area in the neighborhood had a common, 
identifying character: the newer development of Villa Fassini. While 
this area is distinct, the men saw it as a minor node compared to the 
strong identity of INA-Casa. 

Landmarks

The only landmark mentioned during the focus group was the INA-

Casa towers at 19A V. Crispolti. A singular physical feature in the 
urban landscape, the old men also mentioned their fame as 19A 

Paolo Pasolini’s A Violent Life (Pasolini 2007, 174). 
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Figure  2.30    Focus  group  cognitive  map
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6.  Conclusions

”  

of   the   semster,   we   were   able   to   learn   a   great   deal   about   the  
physical  environment  and   its  people,   though  our  opinions  were  

the  neighborhood,  its  inhabitants,  its  strengths  and  its  problems,  
we  needed   the   input  of   the   residents  and  community  members  

accomplish  this.

our   interviews  was   the   name   by  which   local   residents   call   the  

referred  to  the  neighborhood  as  Casal  Bruciato,  deriving  from  its  
history   as   farmlands.   The   only  manifestation   of   this   legacy   we  
were   able   to   detect   prior   to   conducting   the   interviews  was   the  
name  of  a   local   road,  Via  di  Casal  Bruciato.  This   revelation  was  
not  only  a  major  correction  of  our  initial  view,  but  an  important  

the  neighborhood.

This  history  includes  a  past  as  a  pastoral  countryside  as  well  as  

subsequently   descriptions   centered   around   Casal   Bruciato’s  

modern  country  village,  aiding  the  strong  residential  feeling  and  
sense  of  identity.  



77Casal  Bruciato

cognitive  map  of  the  neighborhood  and  those  of  our  interviewees.  

concurred  with  our  delineation  of  districts  in  the  area,  reiterating  

the  neighborhood  into  districts,  something  we  felt  was  indicative  
of  this  condition  within  Casal  Bruciato.  The  men  from  our  focus  
group  addressed   this   issue  directly,   saying   that   the   residents  of  
the   newer   apartments   do   not   identify   with   each   other   as   one  

their  inability  to  choose  a  symbol  to  represent  the  neighborhood  

squats,   most   interviews   stated   that   the   neighborhood   was   a  

quality  and  condition  of  the  neighborhood  has  improved  in  recent  
times.

understanding  of  resident’s  perspectives  on  top  of  our  observations  
of   the  built   environment     has  provided  us  with  a  better   idea  of  

in  the  visual  form,  residents  seem  proud  to  live  there,  holding  an  

Through   this   process   of   interviewing,   we   have   discovered   the  

image   of   Tiburtino,   rooted   in   history   and   moving   towards   the  
future.
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Part  III

Analytical  Account
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environment   of  migration,  millions   of   people   all   across   Europe  

ways,   some  addressing   the  problem  publicly  while  others   left   it  

many  issues  we  see  today,  leading  to  unique  issues  of  housing.  

which  often  leads  to  the  displacement  of  many  original  residents  
and   creates   an   interesting  debate   about  what   should  be   sought  

particular   has   seen   the   growth   of   this   phenomenon,   with   a  

migration,  the  neighborhood’s  changes  over  time  proved  to  be  an  

secondary   sources,   studied   comparable   cases,   revisited   our  

1.  Introduction
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Post  WW2  Housing  Development  

governmental  programs  were  started  to  address  the  problem  of  

Casal  Bruciato.  

private  investors  and  developers  contributed  to  the  redevelopment  

should   be   occupied   and   paid   for   were   also   developed,   leading  

the   private   sides,   proportions   of   new   units   were   allocated   for  
both   rental   and   ownership,   facilitating   home   ownership   for  

properties,   further   increasing   the  percentage  of  units  owned  by  
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the   resulting   geographical   immobility   of   inhabitants,   a   system  
of  intergenerational  holding  of  properties  has  developed,  where  
older  members   of   a   family  will   pass   the   rights   to   properties   to  

members   change   jobs   and   earn   better   salaries,   their   standards  
of  living  increase.  This  particular  process  creates  more  potential  

because  of  its  monumental  nature  and  high  international  visibility.  

where  he  found  that  many  residents  were  being  forced  out  of  the  
area  due  to  increasing  costs  of  rent  and  living  following  the  arrival  
of   international  tourists  and  subsequent  real  estate  speculation.  
Conditions  in  the  city’s  periphery  are  less  clear,  though  many  of  
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Our  Impressions  

Specialty  Shops  

Bruciato.   From   our   observations,   we   perceived   that   while   the  

we    observed  were  specialty  shops  and  standout  high  prices  in  the  

Further   research   on   the   neighborhood   revealed   that   it   began  

we  became   curious   about   the   discrepancy   between   the   income  

with  our  neighborhood  observations  and  research.

Neighborhood  Upkeep  

generally   well   maintained,   with   clean   facades   visible   from   the  
street.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  residential  buildings  south  

to  the  generally  good  facades  in  the  neighborhood  



Casal  Bruciato

Facchinetti   is   surrounded  by   litter   on   the   streets   and  has   large  

artistic  in  nature  and  related  to  the  hospitality  and  culinary  themes  
of  the  school,  most  is  tagged  by  individuals  indicating  names  and  
territory.    The  neighboring  La  Cacciarella  social  cooperative  is  well  

indicates  a  neighborhood  of  changing  character.  

Southwest

buildings,  which  we  later  discovered  to  be  public  housing,  appeared  

us  that  this  area  of  public  housing  has  yet  to  undergo  a  process  of  

INA-Casa

Figure  3.1    Specialty  shop

Figure  3.2  Poor  Upkeep
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Building  the  INA-Casa  Initiative  

  

on   government   employees,   matched   by   a   contribution   from  
employers,  and  supplemented  by  funds  from  the  national  Treasury.  

employees  contributing  to  the  program  were  eligible  to  apply  for  

architects  favored  a  vernacular  architecture  tied  to   local  culture  

attempted  to  create  the  sensibility  of  a  village.  Buildings  varied  in  

and  row  houses  were  spread  in  an  irregular  fashion,  creating  open  

rural  architecture,  eliminating  visual  suggestions  of  institutional  
public  housing.  These  pleasant  design  features  perhaps  aided  the  

public  housing  tenants  to  later  private  ownership.

Figure  3.3    Tiburtino  initial  plan
The  irregular  spread  of  housing  can  be  seen  in  the  original  plan  of  the  

Transition  to  Private  Ownership

of   government   constructed   popular   housing   to   tenants.   Thus  

contract  of  sale,  at  a  price  based  on  depreciated  replacement  cost.  
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housing   development   of   Casal   Bruciato   have   become   privately  

homes,  changing  from  renter  to  owner.

Resident  Interviews

provide  us  with  further  clues  about  neighborhood  changes  and  a  

moderately  priced  housing,  his  move  demonstrates  mobility  and  
the  presence  of  choice  in  his  decision  to  enter  the  neighborhood.  

with  choice  entered  Casal  Bruciato  as  private  owners.  

the   original   public   housing   tenant   had   become   an   owner   and  

V.   Tiburtina   and   V.   Crispolti,   she   attributed   the   poor   façade  
Figure  3.4    Rural  ties
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gentrifying  neighborhood.  

to   unprecedented   public,   private,   and   informal   construction  

employee   and  member  of   La  Cacciarella,  we   learned   that  many  
of   these   rural   migrants   became   tenants   of   more   recent   public  
housing   developments,   such   as   the   residential   development   on  

previously  observed  as  poorly  maintained  and  where  we  witnessed  

by  a  shift  from  a  renter  to  owner  population.  

this   mode   of   development   has   resulted   in   narrow   streets,  
little   green   space,   and   low   quality   of   life   features,   the   private  

neighborhood  shifted  from  public  housing  to  private  ownership  
and  construction.

Statistical  Analysis

more  of  the  changes  in  Casal  Bruciato  over  time.  To  begin  we  see  
consequently  income  in  the  population  of  the  neighborhood,  but  

Figure  3.5    Population  changes  in  Casal  Bruciato
The  above  data  table  and  graph  portray  the  population  changes  in  the  
neighborhood  over  time.  Total  population  of  Casal  Bruciato  declined  
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Figure  3.6    Population  changes  in  Casal  Bruciato  per  sezione

Population Change per Sezione in Casal Bruciato, 1961-2001
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indicates  an  increase  in  home  ownership  in  Casal  Bruciato,  as  seen  

units   were   owner   occupied.   The   neighborhood   demonstrated  

total  owner  and  renter  occupied  units  were  occupied  by  owners.  

total  owner  and  renter  occupied  units  were  occupied  by  owners.  

Figure  3.7    College  educated  residents  in  Casal  Bruciato
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Figure  3.8    Changes  in  college-educated  residents  in  Casal  Bruciato  per  sezione

College-Educated Residents per Sezione in Casal Bruciato, 1981-2001
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Figure  3.9    Changes  in  home  ownership  in  Casal  Bruciato  per  sezione



Casal  Bruciato

increasing  in  level  of  education,  has  increased  in  home  ownership  

the   residents  not  only  gained  assets  but  made   the   change   from  

Figure  3.10    Home  ownership  in  Casal  Bruciato
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Characteristics   of   North   American  

  

convenient   accessibility   to   the   urban   economic   core,   increased  
level   of   metropolitan   congestion,   high   architectural   value   of  

such   as   shifts   from   rental   leases   to   homeownership,   increased  
downpayment   ratios,   introduction   of   households   attracted   to  

businesses  and  services  serving  higher   income   levels   indicate  a  

Washington,   DC:   Columbia   Heights  
Case  Study

District  of  Columbia  trends

west   divide   of   growth   and   economic   prosperity,   rather   than  
the  doughnut  shape  of  geographical  economy  common   in  other  
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congestion,   pointing   to   the   metropolitan   congestion   of  
gentrifying  areas.  There  is  optimism  regarding  the  future  of  these  
neighborhoods  due  to  many  new  cultural  and  social  investments.  

Columbia  Heights  History  and  housing

Figure  3.11    Columbia  Heights  

the  current  resident  population,  which  must  renew  their  federal  

processes

competition  for  the  commercial  areas  surrounding  the  metro  stop  

and  Beyond  and  Target,  both  never  so  accessible  from  downtown  

Figure  3.12    Columbia  Heights  metro    
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Current   residents   in   a   gentrifying  
neighborhood

negligent  landlords.  This  initiative  was  met  with  resistance  from  
many  community  groups  who  felt  the  program  was  a  convenient  
way  to  involuntarily  displace  tenants,  enabling  the  transformation  

was   to   relocate   residents   of   severely   damaged   structures   with  

and  new  residents.

Figure  3.13    Big  Box  retail



Casal  Bruciato

grounded   in  the  shared  history  of  public  housing.  Both  of   these  

what   brought   both   of   these   urban   places   to   a   more   desirable  

issues  is  useful  for  generating  better  social  practices  in  handling  

Trends for Home Ownership 

home ownership was at 33% of total owner and renter occupied units 
with 49% for Rome total. Then in 2001, home ownership rose to 51% 
with 70% for Rome total. Columbia Heights has a much weaker home 
ownership trend with only 21% of units being owner occupied in 

in 2000, home ownership increased to 25% with 41% for District of 
Columbia total (NeighborhoodInfo DC, 2009). The elevated rates of 
ownership shown in Casal Bruciato are consistent with the Italian 
practice of owning homes across all social classes (Bernardi & Poggio 
2004). Rather as in America the model is for higher rates of renters 
with home ownership more exclusive to the middle and upper social 
classes.  

Brookings Institute Researchers, Kennedy and Leopard (2001), contend 

included a strong racial component—lower income African American 
residents are replaced by higher income white residents.”(Kennedy 

African Americans into the neighborhood. In contrast, Casal Bruciato 

few foreign-born residents, Casal Bruciato lacks a visible ethnic 

5.  Analysis  of  Casal  Bruciato  and  Columbia  Heights
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displacement. Yet the comparison can be made that many original 
residents of Casal Bruciato came from the Italian countryside of the 
central and southern regions, facing stigmatization similar to that 
experienced by African Americans migrating from the rural South to 
Northern urban centers.

Changing Neighborhood Identity

displaced and their old social practices dissolve while new ones are 
popularized by the incoming residents. There is an inherent lack of 
control by the original residents in this process. 

For Columbia Heights, the construction of new commercial 
businesses by private developers and infrastructure additions by the 
city government were witnessed by residents, but not championed 
by them. Researcher Fraser (2004) explains, “The combined power 
of investment interests, city government, and new neighborhood 
residents points toward an increasingly common situation where, in 

the name of neighborhood revitalization and city competitiveness, 
neighborhood space and identity is being transformed.”

Casal Bruciato seems to be more successful in preserving the 
residents’ power and authority. During our resident interviews, many 

today. Residents seemed less worried about maintaining their homes 
and were more concerned with mobilizing efforts to preserve and 
increase access to green spaces. Further, there are no current large 
scale commercial development plans for the neighborhood and the 
nearby presence of metro accessibility does not seem to have a current 

Role of Private Investment and Government

Heights can be drawn from the varying roles of the government and 
private investments through the examination of evictions (Figure 
3.14 and 3.15). Italian housing practices have traditionally been pro-
tenant, but the current center-right national government, led by Silvio 

Figure  3.14    Casal  Bruciato  eviction Figure  3.15    Columbia  Heights  eviction
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Berlusconi, has begun enforcing increased evictions. The tenants 
evicted have been previously overlooked: keeping their homes while 
defaulting on rents for extended periods of time. These evictions are 
government driven and of public nature, not occurring due to private 
interest as they are in Columbia Heights. For Columbia Heights, 
pressures from lucrative private housing markets are causing many 
residents to be involuntarily evicted from their previously subsidized 
homes. 

Governments in both places have been shown to target revitalization 

public programs provided the INA-Casa housing occupants with a 
structured rent to own program, although residents in the new INA-
Sarco development lack such a program, remaining more susceptible 

in Columbia Heights through DC’s Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program. 



Casal  Bruciato

and  negative,  are  not  present.  

does  not  appear  to  be  occurring  in  Casal  Bruciato  nor  does  it  appear  

ownership  rates  in  the  neighborhood  as  the  greatest  indicator  of  

tenants,  as  seen  in  previous  census  collections.  
Furthermore,  we  cannot  say  that  these  developments  are  indicative  

of   prosperity.   This   pattern  has   not   occurred   in   Casal  Bruciato’s  
history.  

real  estate  speculation,  something  which  we  believe  is  the  biggest  
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  statistics  indicating  increased  home  

and  advocating  for  green  spaces.  

residential   units   and   elaborate   commercial   establishments  

spaces  for  public  interaction.  This  is  not  to  say  that  Casal  Bruciato  
does  not   remain   susceptible   to   the  development  of  undesirable  

evictions.  These  are   two   issues   that  residents  are  attempting   to  
combat  in  hopes  of  bettering  their  

6.  Conclusion
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quality   of   life   and   that   of   their   neighbors,   an   attitude   usually  

To   see   evidence   of   an   already   strong   and   growing   sense   of  

than  the  show  of  support  given  to  the  family  we  observed  being  

changing  in  character.
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Closing  Remarks

physical  environment  and  neighborhood  characteristics,  visual  form  and  image,  and  prominent  issues.

speculative  planning  and  growth  past.  

its  periphery,  and  the  vibrant  neighborhood  of  Casal  Bruciato.
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Appendix  2:  Street  Survey  Form  
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Appendix  2:  Street  Survey  Tables

Location Via  Umberto  Notari

Date/Time 2/26/09  at  12:50

Weather Sunny

Street Type 2-‐lane  local,  2-‐way  street

Pavement Asphalt

Parking Diagonal  parking  on  both  curbs/  Parallel  parking  in  the  median

Sidewalks 8  ft  sidewalks  on  both  sides

Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair

Fair  condition,  looks  noticeably  dirty

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

None  on  north  side,  Mixed  foliage  visible  on  south  side  but  all  within  enclosed  area  of  daycare  facility

Dumpsters 0

Noise Level Low-‐Medium

Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

0  cars

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street/  Primarily  Residential/  Daycare  facility  on  south  side

Building Typology 8  story  residential  building  on  north  side/  1  story  daycare  facility  on  south  side  enclosed  by  iron  fence

Façade Stucco  with  earth  tones  and  recessed  balconies,  lots  of  plants  and  objects  on  the  balconies/  Daycare  facility  is  stucco  as  well

Façade Conditions Fair-‐Poor  condition,  appears  noticeably  dirty  and  unkempt

Closed Spaces Daycare  facility  on  south  side  completely  enclosed

Public Spaces Piazza  Balsamo  park  located  on  eastern  end  of  the  street

Remarks

*Traffic  was  counted  over  a  one  minute  period  of  time  during  midday  hours
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Location Via  Ugo  Bertosi

Date/Time 2/26/09  at  14:30

Weather Sunny

Street Type 2  -‐lane  local,  1-‐way  street

Pavement Asphalt

Parking Diagonal  parking  on  both  curbs,  Underground  private  parking,  Street-‐level  private  parking  in  closed  off  areas  (minimal)

Sidewalks 7  ft  sidewalks,  both  sides

Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair

Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Saplings  spaced  20'  to  30'  apart  /  Other  plants  only  located  within  courtyards  not  on  streetscape

Dumpsters 7

Noise Level Low

Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

4  cars

Land Use Residential  north  of  Via  Carlo  Tenca,  Mixed-‐use  between  Via  Carlo  Tenca  and  Piazza  Balsamo

Building Typology 8  story  residential  with  street  level  retail  on  buildings  close  to  Piazza  Balsamo  on  east  side

Façade Brick  facades,  either  yellow  or  red,  with  recessed  balconies,  large  interior  courtyards

Façade Conditions Good,  little  graffiti

Closed Spaces Courtyards  separating  individual  buildings

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks
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Location Via  Carlo  Tenca

Date/Time 2/26/09  at  14:15

Weather Sunny

Street Type 2-‐lane  local,  1-‐way  street

Pavement Asphalt

Parking Diagonal  parking  on  both  curbs,  Underground  private  parking

Sidewalks 5  ft  sidewalks  on  both  sides

Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair

Fair-‐Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Saplings  spaced  25'  apart  on  south/  other  trees  located  within  private  courtyards

Dumpsters 5

Noise Level Low

Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

2  cars

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street/  Primarily  Residential

Building Typology 8  story  residential  with  some  street  level  retail  only  on  north  side

Façade Brick    facades  with  recessed  balconies

Façade Conditions Fair-‐Good  

Closed Spaces Courtyards  in  between  individual  buildings

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks Street  east  of  Via  Ugo  Bertosi  is  blocked  off  by  arm  gate,  but  listed  as  a  through  street  on  Google  Maps



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Aureli  Bianchi  Govini

Date/Time 2/26/09  at  14:10
Weather Sunny

Street Type 2-‐lane  local,  1-‐way  street

Pavement Asphalt

Parking Diagonal  parking  on  both  curbs,  Underground  private  parking

Sidewalks 6  ft  sidewalks  on  both  sides

Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair

Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

No  trees  or  shrubbery

Dumpsters 0

Noise Level Low

Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

1  car

Land Use Residential

Building Typology 8  story    residential

Façade Yellow  brick  facades  with  recessed  balconies

Façade Conditions Good

Closed Spaces N/A

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks



Casal  Bruciato

Location Piazza  Balsamo

Date/Time 2/26/09  at  12:50

Weather Sunny

Street Type 2-‐lane  rotary,  1-‐way  street

Pavement Asphalt

Parking Parallel  parking  with  median  parking  along  south  side/  Underground  private  parking

Sidewalks 7  ft  sidewalks  on  both  sides

Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair

Good,  sidewalks  are  a  bit  warn  from  bus  traffic

Street Furniture Benches  and  tables  located  inside  park  areas  on  the  Piazza  interior
Trees and 

Shrubbery

All  inside  park  and  piazza  interior,  mostly  deciduous  trees  spaced  25'  apart  with  surrounding  benches  on  north  side  of  interior,  some  
hedges  surrounding  playground

Dumpsters 10

Noise Level Medium

Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

21  cars/  7  motorbikes

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street  with  some  solely  commercial  outlets

Building Typology 7-‐9  story  residential  with  street  level  retail  surrounding  most  of  the  Piazza

Façade Stucco  facades  with  earth  tones  and  recessed  balconies/  Brick  facades  with  recessed  balconies/  Concrete  facades  with  no  balconies

Façade Conditions Most  are  in  fair  condition/  stucco  and  concrete  on  the  poorer  side/  Many  balconies  overflowing  with  plants  and  TV  dishes

Closed Spaces Day-‐care  facility  on  west  side  of  Piazza

Public Spaces Large  park  in  the  middle  of  the  Piazza  including  bus  terminal/  playground  on  east  side  of  the  Piazza  interior/  Table  area  on  north  side  of  
Piazza  interior  with  ample  seating

Remarks



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Silvio  Negro

Date/Time 2/23/09  at  12:00

Weather Sunny

Street Type 2-‐lane  local,  2-‐way  street

Pavement Asphalt

Parking Diagonal  and  Parallel  parking  on  both  curbs/  Underground  private  parking,  Median  parking  on  southernmost  block

Sidewalks 8  ft  both  sides  

Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair

Fair,  sidewalks  and  street  appeared  dirty

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

No  street  trees  except  in  closed  off  spaces  adjacent  to  the  streetfront

Dumpsters 6

Noise Level Low

Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

2  cars

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street

Building Typology 7-‐8  story  residential  with  street  level  retail  for  some  closer  to  Via  Notari

Façade Stucco  facades  in  earthtones  with  recessed  balconies/  Brick  facades  with  portruding  balconies

Façade Conditions Fair-‐good/  some  street-‐level  graffiti  for  stucco  buildings

Closed Spaces Courtyards  separating  stucco  buildings  on  either  side,  grass  area  on  east  side  near  Via  Notari

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks One  unnumbered  fruit  vendor  located  halfway  along  block  between  Via  Notari  and  Via  Donati  on  west  side



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Riccardo  Zampieri

Date/Time 2/23/09  at  11:40

Weather Sunny

Street Type 2-‐lane  local,  1-‐way  westbound

Pavement Asphalt

Parking Diagonal  parking  on  both  curbs/  Underground  private  parking/  Parallel  parking  only  east  of  Via  Silvio  Negro

Sidewalks 8  ft  both  sides  west  of  Via  Silvio  Negro,  7  ft  east  of  Via  Silvio  Negro

Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair

Good  to  fair,  street  in  fairly  good  condition,  sidewalks  had  lots  of  animal  waste

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

No  street  trees  except  in  closed  off  park  adjacent  to  streetfront

Dumpsters 0

Noise Level Low-‐Medium

Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

11  cars/  2  motorbikes

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street

Building Typology 7-‐9  story  residential  with  street  level  retail

Façade Stucco  facades  in  earthtones  with  recessed  balconies/  Brick  facades  in  either  red  or  ochre  with  portruding  balconies

Façade Conditions Good

Closed Spaces Open  grass  area  on  north  side  of  street  parallel  to  Via  Umberto  Notari

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Tiburtina

Date/Time 2/26/09  at  11:30

Weather Sunny

Street Type 4-‐lane  arterial,  2-‐way  street

Pavement Asphalt

Parking Diagonal  parking  on  both  curbs  /  Storefront  parking  lots  /  Underground  private  parking

Sidewalks 8  ft  both  sides,  3  ft  in  few  sections

Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair

Good,  increased  wear  and  cracks  in  few  sections

Street Furniture Few  benches  /  Outdoor  dining  sets  at  some  eateries
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Street  trees  ~30  ft.  apart  /  Plantings  in  private  courtyards  and  balconies

Dumpsters 20

Noise Level Medium-‐High

Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

58  cars  /  12  motorbikes

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street

Building Typology 5-‐8  story  residential  with  street  level  retail  /  1-‐2  story  commercial

Façade Stucco  facades  in  earthtones,  beige  and  grey  /  Brick  facades  /  Recessed  and  protruding  balconies  on  most  buildings

Façade Conditions Good  

Closed Spaces Gated  parking  /  Walled  lawns

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks Street  trees  on  the  eastern  portion  of  Via  Tiburtina  were  heavily  trimmed  /  Residential  buildings  in  eastern  portion  oriented  towards  side  



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  dei  Crispolti

Date/Time 2/26/09  at  14:00

Weather Sunny

Street Type 2-‐lane  local,  2-‐way  street

Pavement Asphalt

Parking Parallel  parking  on  both  curbs  /  2  rows  of  diagonal  parking  in  the  center  /  Underground  private  parking  /  Occasional  double-‐parking

Sidewalks 10  ft  both  sides

Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair

Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Street  trees  (saplings)  ~16  ft.  apart  /  Plantings  in  private  courtyards  and  balconies

Dumpsters 25

Noise Level Low

Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

9  cars

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street

Building Typology 4-‐6  story  residential,  some  with  street  level  retail/  1  story  commercial

Façade Brick  facades  ranging  from  light  to  dark  brown  /  Stucco  facades  in  earthtones  /  Recessed  and  protruding  balconies  on  newer  residential  
building

Façade Conditions Good  except  for  19A  residential  complex  /  Minimal  street  level  graffiti

Closed Spaces Walled  residential  complexes  /  Gated  courtyards  /  Fenced  open  space

Public Spaces Fenced  open  space  on  Via  dei  Crispolti  and  Via  Diego  Angeli

Remarks Road  construction  on  Via  dei  Crispolti  near  Via  Cipriano  Facchinetti  and  near  Via  Diego  Angeli  /  More  brick  facades  on  western  portion  /  



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Cipriano  Facchinetti
Date/Time 3/2/09  at  11:00
Weather Cloudy/rain

Street Type 2-‐lane  local,  1-‐way  southbound  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parallel  parking  on  both  curbs  /  Diagonal  parking  on  west  curb  south  of  Crispolti  /  Parking  lot  in  front  of  school

Sidewalks 8  ft  both  sides
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture 20  benches  and  some  outdoor  dining  sets  inside  grounds  of  La  Cacciarella
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Plantings  in  private  courtyards  and  balconies  /  Greenery  inside  grounds  of  La  Cacciarella

Dumpsters 8

Noise Level Low  (more  noise  towards  Via  Tiburtina)
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

12  cars  /  1  motorbike

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street

Building Typology 6  story  residential,  some  with  street  level  retail  /  4  story  school  building  /  1  story  co-‐op  buildings

Façade Mostly  brick  facades  on  residential  buildings  /  Recessed  and  protruding  balconies  on  every  residential  building  /  Cement  facades  in  
yellow  and  orange  on  school  and  co-‐op

Façade Conditions Good,  some  street  level  graffiti

Closed Spaces Gated  courtyards  /  Walled  school  and  co-‐op  but  with  open  gates

Public Spaces La  Cacciarella  co-‐op  (walled,  but  with  open  gates)

Remarks The  façade  of  the  school  is  covered  in  graffiti  art,  much  of  it  food-‐themed



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Yambo
Date/Time 3/2/09  at  13:15
Weather Cloudy/rain

Street Type 1-‐lane  local,  1-‐way  southbound  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Diagonal  parking  on  both  curbs  /  Undergound  private  parking

Sidewalks 8  ft  both  sides
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Very  good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Plantings  in  private  courtyards  and  balconies

Dumpsters 6

Noise Level Very  low
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

1  car  /  1  motorbike

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street

Building Typology 5-‐6  story  residential,  some  with  street  level  retail

Façade Cement  facades  in  earth  tones  /  Brick  facades  /  Balconies  on  every  residential  building,  most  are  recessed

Façade Conditions Good,  some  street  level  graffiti  and  posters

Closed Spaces Gated,  private  street  north  of  Via  dei  Crispolti  /  Semi-‐gated  courtyards

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  di  Casal  Bruciato
Date/Time 3/4/09  at  15:30
Weather Cloudy

Street Type 1-‐lane  connector,  1-‐way  northbound  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parallel  parking  on  both  curbs

Sidewalks 10  ft  both  sides
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good-‐Fair,  some  cracks  in  pavement  near  Via  Tiburtina

Street Furniture N/A  (only  inside  grounds  of  La  Cacciarella  and  private  courtyards)
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Cherry  blossom  street  trees  ~20  ft.  apart  north  of  Via  Giuseppe  Donati  /    Deciduous  street  trees  ~20  ft.  apart  on  west  side  of  street,  
south  of  Via  Giuseppe  Donati  /  Plantings  in  private  courtyards  and  balconies  of  residential  buildings  /  Abandoned  lot

Dumpsters 13

Noise Level Low
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

13  cars

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street

Building Typology 6-‐9  story  residential,  some  with  street  level  retail  /  4  story  school  building  /  1  story  co-‐op  buildings

Façade Stucco  facades  in  yellows  and  tans  with  some  brick  accents  /  Orange  stucco  facades  on  co-‐op  buildings  /  1  brick  building  on  Via  Casal  
Bruciato  and  Via  Giuseppe  Donati

Façade Conditions Fair,  some  street  level  graffiti

Closed Spaces Semi-‐gated  courtyards  /  Walled  abandoned  lot  west  of  Via  Casal  Bruciato

Public Spaces La  Cacciarella  co-‐op  (walled,  but  with  open  gates)

Remarks Road  construction  on  Via  di  Casal  Bruciato  near  Via  Tiburtina



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Diego  Angeli
Date/Time 3/4/09  at  16:00
Weather Cloudy

Street Type 2-‐lane  connector,  2-‐way  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Mix  of  parallel  and  diagonal  parking  on  both  curbs  /  Some  cars  impeding  sidewalk

Sidewalks 8  ft  both  sides
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture 1  observed  bench
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Street  trees  (saplings)  ~12  ft.  apart  south  of  Via  Giuseppe  Donati  /  Plantings  in  private  courtyards  and  balconies

Dumpsters 24

Noise Level Low
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

4  cars  /  1  motorbike

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street
Building Typology 3-‐8  story  residential,  some  with  street  level  retail

Façade Stucco  facades  in  yellow,  brown,  grey  and  pink  /  Brick  facades  in  tan  and  brown  /  Balconies  on  every  building,  mostly  protruding

Façade Conditions Good

Closed Spaces Some  gated  courtyards  /  Gated  parking  garages

Public Spaces Piazza  Riccardo  Balsamo  Crivelli

Remarks More  recessed  balconies  on  west  side  of  street  north  of  Via  Giuseppe  Donati  /  Building  fronts  not  abutting  street  had  more  worn  facades  



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Arnaldo  Cervesato
Date/Time 3/4/09  at  16:30
Weather Cloudy

Street Type 1-‐lane  private  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parallel  parking  on  both  curbs

Sidewalks 2  ft  both  sides
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Plantings  in  private  courtyards  and  balconies

Dumpsters 0

Noise Level Low-‐Medium  (noise  from  Via  Tiburtina)
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

No  traffic

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street

Building Typology 5-‐6  story  residential,  street  level  retail  on  west  side  /  1  story  bar

Façade Brick  facades  /  Protruding  balconies

Façade Conditions Very  good

Closed Spaces Gated  courtyards  /  Walled  residential  complex

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks Closed,  private  street  with  bollards  on  Via  dei  Crispolti  and  a  gate  on  Via  Tiburtina



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Giuseppe  Donati  
Date/Time 3/4/09  at  17:00
Weather Cloudy

Street Type 2-‐lane  local,  2-‐way  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking No  parking  on  either  side  of  street  beginning  east  of  Via  Alfredo  Comandini  /  West  of  Via  Alfredo  Comandini  both  parallel  and  diagonal  

parking  on  both  street  sides  /  Presence  of  handicapped  parking

Sidewalks 6  ft  sidewalks  on  both  sides  with  a  3ft  section  near  the  intersection  of  Via  Luigi  Lucatell
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Private  green  spaces  behind  walls  or  gates  /  Potted  trees  every  8  ft.  starting  west  of  Via  Raffaele  Calzini  (only  on  southern  side).

Dumpsters 24

Noise Level Low
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

4  cars

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street
Building Typology 4-‐8  story  residential  with  street  level  retail  starting  west  of  Via  Raffaelle  Calzini.  

Façade Stucco  facades  in  earth  tones  and  Brick  facades  /  Balconies  on  the  newer  buildings  only,  all  protruding

Façade Conditions Good  except  for  poor  conditions  for  apartments  between  Via  Raffaele  Calzini  and  Via  Diego  Angeli.

Closed Spaces Mosted  gated  courtyards  and  one  semi-‐gated  courtyard.

Public Spaces Park  on  the  corner  of  Via  Raffealle  Calzini.

Remarks



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Giuseppe  Canepa
Date/Time 3/9/09  at  13:00
Weather Sunny

Street Type 1-‐lane,  private  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parallel  parking  on  both  curbs

Sidewalks N/A
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Plantings  in  private  courtyards  and  balconies

Dumpsters 4

Noise Level Low
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

0

Land Use Residential  street
Building Typology 5-‐6  story  residential

Façade Brick  facades  with  recessed  and  protruding  balconies

Façade Conditions Good

Closed Spaces Private  property  sign  at  street  entrance  /  Gated  courtyards

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks Clearly  marked  private  street  intended  solely  for  residents'  use



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Pietro  Ferrigini
Date/Time 3/9/09  at  13:30
Weather Sunny

Street Type 1-‐lane,  1-‐way  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parallel  parking  on  both  curbs

Sidewalks N/A
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Plantings  in  private  courtyards  and  balconies

Dumpsters 0

Noise Level Low
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

0

Land Use Residential  street
Building Typology 5-‐6  story  residential

Façade Brick  facades  with  recessed  and  protruding  balconies

Façade Conditions Good

Closed Spaces Gated  courtyards

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Filippo  Fiorentini
Date/Time 2/23/09  at  11:00
Weather Sunny

Street Type 4-‐lane  arterial,  2-‐way  street

Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parallel  parking  on  Southbound  curb  only  

Sidewalks 4  ft  sidewalks  on  both  sides
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good  repair  for  street  with  fair  sidewalk  repair

Street Furniture Billboard  structures  in  sidewalk
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Plantings  behind  walled  Autostrade  office  park  /  Continuous  manicured  bushes  about  6  ft  high  on  northbound  side

Dumpsters 4

Noise Level Medium-‐High  
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

42  cars  /  4  motobikes

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street
Building Typology 6-‐8  story  residential  units  enclosed  by  gate  with  street  level  retail  all  starting  in  the  Southern  end  /  3  story  elementary  school  and  4  story  

middle  school

Façade Stucco  facades  in  creams,  reds,  and  brown  /  Both  recessed  and  protruding  balconies  /  

Façade Conditions Good  

Closed Spaces Gated  condo  complex  with  toll  gates  at  the  two  entrances  

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks Physically  separated  condo  complex  by  the  Autostrade  office  park  from  the  rest  of  residential  buildings  



Casal  Bruciato

Location Via  Alberto  Bergamini
Date/Time 2/23/09  at  11:30
Weather Sunny

Street Type 2-‐lane  local,  2-‐way  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parallel  parking  on  both  curbs  east  of  Via  Mario  Borsa  /  Parallel  parking  on  both  curbs  and  both  medium  sides  from  Via  Cesare  

Spellanzon  west  to  Via  Deigo  Angeli

Sidewalks 6  ft  sidewalks  on  both  sides
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Trees  in  medium  every  8  ft  /  Planted  trees  in  the  sidewalk  with  large,  purple  flowering  potted  plants  in  front  to  the  Autostrade  office  
complex

Dumpsters 14

Noise Level Medium
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

34  cars  /  two  public  buses  

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street
Building Typology 6-‐9  residential  with  street  level  retail  /  8  story  commercial  office  building

Façade Stucco  facades  in  earth  tones  with  recessed  and  protruding  balconies  /  Concrete  grey  facades  with  protuding  balconies

Façade Conditions Good  until  west  Via  Cesare  Spellanzon  then  poor

Closed Spaces Low  wall  with  6  ft  fence  enclosing  Autostrade  office  park  /  Gated  school  (2  story)  and  public  park  also  with  low  wall  and  6  ft  fence  on  
Northern  side

Public Spaces Large  park  on  the  Northern  side  between  Vai  Cesare  Spellanzon  and  Via  mario  Borsa  /  No  public  access  to  park  from  Via  Alberto  
Bergamini  /  Open  air  market    on  Southern  side  just  west  of  Via  Cesare  Spellanzon

Remarks
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Location Via  Raffaele  Calzini
Date/Time 2/23/09  at  12:00
Weather Sunny  

Street Type 2-‐lane  local,  2-‐way  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parking  lot  bordering  Via  Diego  Angeli  /  Diagonal  street  parking  on  both  curbs  /  2  rows  of  parking  in  the  middle  of  street  at  the  bend  fo  

Via  Raffaele  Calzini

Sidewalks 6  ft  sidewalks  on  both  sides
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Three  large  trees  in  the  road  and  sidewalk  /  All  other  green  space  in  private  courtyards  and  balconies  or  behind  Autostrade  office  park  
wall

Dumpsters 8

Noise Level Low
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

4  cars

Land Use Mixed-‐use  street
Building Typology 7-‐8  story  residential  units  with  some  street  level  retail  /  2  story  middle  school  

Façade Stucco  facades  in  tans  with  protruding  balconies  (some  wooden  balconies)  /  Some  brick  facades

Façade Conditions Good

Closed Spaces 8-‐10  ft  wall  enclosing  Autostrade  on  the  Eastern  side  /  Gated  courtyards  and  condo  entrances  on  the  west  side

Public Spaces Large  park  on  the  Southeastern  side  of  Via  Raffaele  Calzini  

Remarks
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Location Via  Luigi  Lucatelli
Date/Time 2/23/09  at  11:40  AM
Weather Sunny

Street Type Two-‐way  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parallel  parking  on  either  side  of  street,  parking  in  private  driveways  and  courtyards  as  well

Sidewalks 4-‐5  ft  sidewalks  both  sides
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Fair  to  Good,  better  condition  south  of  Via  dei  Crispolti

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Trees  and  plantings  in  private  courtyards,  patios

Dumpsters 8

Noise Level Low-‐Medium,  high  north  of  Via  dei  Crispolti  because  of  Via  Tiburtina
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

4  cars/2  mopeds

Land Use Mixed-‐use
Building Typology 5-‐6  story  residential  with  minimal  street  level  retail

Façade Stucco  facades  in  tan  and  white  earth  tones,  some  balconies

Façade Conditions Good

Closed Spaces Courtyards/patios  in  front  of  apartments  gated  off  and  most  locked.  Some  shared  courtyards  between  buildings  also  closed

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks
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Location Via  Luigi  Cesana
Date/Time 2/26/2009  at  12:20  PM
Weather Partly  cloudy

Street Type One-‐way  street
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parallel  Parking  on  either  side  of  street,  mostly  on  western  side,  though

Sidewalks 4-‐5  ft  sidewalks  on  either  side
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Fair,  worn  areas  and  cracks  observed

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Trees/plantings  on  private  spaces

Dumpsters 10

Noise Level Low-‐Medium,  high  north  of  Via  dei  Crispolti  because  of  Via  Tiburtina
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

2  cars

Land Use Resdiential
Building Typology 5-‐6  story  residential,  one  group  of  townhouses  with  apartments  underneath

Façade Stucco  facades  in  earth  tones,  only  some  balconies

Façade Conditions Good

Closed Spaces Courtyards/patios  in  front  of  apartments  gated  off  and  most  locked.  Some  shared  courtyards  between  buildings  also  closed

Public Spaces Community  center  at  top  of  street  near  intersection  with  Via  Lucatelli

Remarks
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Location Via  Alfredo  Comandini
Date/Time 3/2/09  at  11:25  AM
Weather Overcast,  just  rained

Street Type One-‐way  street,  local
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Angled  parking  spaces  on  either  side  of  street

Sidewalks 4-‐5  ft  sidewalks  either  side
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

No  trees  or  plantings.  Grassy  hillside  behind  community  center  abuts  the  street

Dumpsters 4

Noise Level Low
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

2  cars

Land Use Residential
Building Typology 5-‐8  story  residential.  None  of  the  buildings  face  street.  Back  of  older  housing  on  east  side  of  street,  new  housing  block  enclosed  by  fences  

and  gates  on  west  side

Façade Older  housing=earth  tone  stucco,  Newer=tan  brick

Façade Conditions Good  for  older  housing,  newer  parts  dirty,  graffitied

Closed Spaces No  housing  directly  on  street,  newer  housing  block  is  closed  off  from  street  by  fences  and  gates,  always  locked

Public Spaces Church,  Santa  Maria  della  Visitazione

Remarks Street  almost  like  service  road,  little  other  reason  for  its  existence  other  than  parking
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Location Via  Edoardo  Arbib
Date/Time 3/2/09  at  11:45  AM
Weather Overcast,  just  rained

Street Type Two-‐way  street,  local
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parking  on  sides  of  street  and  around  retail  block,  a  few  private,  gated  spaces  in  front  of  buildings

Sidewalks No  sidewalks
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture Small  bench  near  retail  block
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Trees  and  bushes  in  median  on  east  end  of  street,  spots  around  retail  block.  Lots  of  potted  plants  in  private  courtyards

Dumpsters 4

Noise Level Medium
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

3

Land Use Residential  and  commercial
Building Typology 5-‐6  story  residential,  one  story  retail  block  in  center

Façade Earth  tone  stucco,  some  balconies

Façade Conditions Good

Closed Spaces Fences  and  gates  closing  off  private  patios  and  courtyards

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks Set  up  almost  like  town  square,  apartment  buildings  surround  and  look  out  on  parking  areas  and  retail  center
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Location Via  Virgolio  Ramperti
Date/Time 3/8/2009
Weather Sunny

Street Type Two-‐way,  local
Pavement Asphalt
Parking Parallel  parking  on  either  side  of  street,  underground  parking  under  buildings,  two  paid  parking  garages  as  well

Sidewalks 4-‐5  ft  sidewalks  on  either  side
Street/Sidewalk 

State of Repair Good

Street Furniture N/A
Trees and 

Shrubbery

Trees/plantings  in  courtyards  between  buildings

Dumpsters 2

Noise Level Low
Motorized Vehicles 

per Minute*

1  car

Land Use Mixed-‐use
Building Typology 6-‐8  story  residential  with  first  floor  retail  near  intersection  with  Via  Diego  Angeli

Façade Brown,  tan  and  gray  brick,  all  with  balconies

Façade Conditions Fair  to  good,  condition  of  building  facades  seemed  to  vary  between  those  that  faced  the  street  and  those  that  faced  the  inner  courtyards.  
Those  facing  street  usually  better

Closed Spaces Fences  and  gates  closing  off  courtyards  and  entryways.  Some  unlocked.  Gates  closing  off  access  to  private  parking/garages.

Public Spaces N/A

Remarks
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Appendix  4:  Questions  for  Tiburtino  Interviews

  



Casal  Bruciato

Additional  Issue-based  Questions  
Access  

Community  Identity

Transportation
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