
Map 1.1 Modern Primavalle, demonstrating its leap-frog oil-stain pattern of development.
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Figure 1.1 Depiction of Focus Area Elevation Change; the largest elevation change is 24m.
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Primava l le 9.4%
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Rome 9.5%
+251% 

Statistical Comparison
Primavalle is a shrinking, aging and increasingly immigrant-filled community. 
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Map 1.2 Building Topology; the typology of each building in Primavalle is an indicator of the time, 
mode, and principal agent of each development phase.
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Map 1.3 Land-use; the focus area contains 283 spaces. Core Primavalle is largely residential with 54% 
dedicated to housing.
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Map 1.4 Street Typology; the streets are categorized based on automobile traffic, 
density, and road width. 
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Dependency Ratio
Primava l le 67.9

+11% 

Quartiere 63.7
+19% 

Rome 60.2
+15% 
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1930s
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1960s - Present
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The Tightrope Walker
The spirited mascot of Primavalle

1914
Temporary houses 
begin to develop 
 on current site.

1937
Giorgio Guidi is chosen 
by Mussolini to design 

master plan for 
Primavalle.

1938
Completion of first set of 

Guidi structures.

1940s
Minimal construction due to 

WWII, buildings that are built do 
not follow Guidi’s design.

1955
Second stage of Guidi 

plan completed.

Late 1960s Onwards
Oil stain development along 

the slopes. Introduction of 
postal service, bus services, 

and additional schools; 
complete abandonment of 

Guidi plan.

1971
Destruction of all remaining 

temporary buildings from the 
1910’s.

1992
Opening of public market 

adjacent to Piazza Clemente XI 
(“southwestern market”).

2010
Opening of Parco 

Anna Bracci.

1951
Consecreation of the 
Parrocchia St. Maria 

Assunta and St. Giuseppe, 
the first church in the area. 

1960
Consecration of the Church 
of Santa Maria della Salute, 
designed by Guidi,  in Piazza 

Capecaltro.

1952
Opening of the northeastern  

indoor market.

1996
Opening of Parco 

Comunale.

Primavalle is characterized by relatively low level of educaiton, high unemployment,
and low home ownership. 

Topography is a physical boundary that defines Core Primavalle.

Community Narratives: From History to Statistics 
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Map 2.2 Public Spaces Hierarchy, intended to demonstrate the level of resident activity in 
particular public spaces (shades of pink), semi-public spaces (yellow), and parks (green).
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Map 2.3 Visual Assets, the key visual assets in our neighborhood - street art and vistas - influence 
the “sensual delight” experienced when navigating our focus area.
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Map 3.4 Lost Spaces, are areas that make no positive contribution to the surrounding space. 
However, they also represent golden opportunities for intervention. 
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The fences around Parco Anna Bracci are barriers that 

isolate the park from the pedestrian network. 

The walls create impermeable blocks that severely restrict 

pedestrian accessibility and connectivity.

Topographical features can also be physical barriers that 

obstruct pedestrian traffic.

Many sidewalks in the focus area are occupied by parked 

automobiles, making them unusable for pedestrians.

Piazza Clemente XI is the most pedestrian-unfriendly space, 

dominated by high automobile traffic.

In one public housing lot, roads have been reclaimed for 

pedestrians and became an integral part of the pedestrian 

network.
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Map 2.1 Pedestrian Network overlaid with barriers demonstrating the area’s pedestrian accessibility and permeability. We define pedestrian permeability as “the 
capacity of pedestrian connections to carry people,” - adapted from Stephen Marshall’s work on permeability.
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Primavalle faces both topographical and structural barriers. 

Realizing opportunities
Primavalle is rich in visual and community assets but also contains several lost spaces which 

collectively pose many opportunities for interventions.
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Projects

E l em ents

DESIGN INTERVENTIONS 
Master Plan Social corridor

Project four:
 Piazza Clemente XI 

PROJECT three: 
 Piazza Alfonso CApecelatro

Connect people and 
community Assets

Improve accessibi l ity 
and Wa lkabi l ity

Expand and Enhance 
Pub l ic Spaces

Enhance Spatia l and 
Visua l Cohesiveness

Reference Historic 
Elements

Intervention Guidelines

Reclaiming public space, Creating social corridors

Central public area
Project One:
 PARCO ANNA BRACCI

Project Two:  
ELEVATED WALKWAY
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This redesign... This redesign...

This redesign... This redesign...

Connects people and community assets
Expands and enhances public spaces
References historic elements

Improves accessibility and walkability 
Expands and enhances public spaces 
References historic elements

Connects people and community assets
Improves accessibility and walkability
Expands and enhances public spaces
Enhances spatial and visual cohesiveness
References historic elements

Connects people and community assets
Improves accessibility and walkability
Enhances spatial and visual cohesiveness

Expands and enhances public spaces
Enhances spatial and visual cohesiveness

This redesign...

Project five:
 Piazza di s. Zaccaria papa

We envision Primavalle as: a neighborhood in which people of all ages 

would enjoy the lived experience on the street, a community that 

residents proudly self-identify with, and a neighborhood that is once 

again the social and commercial focal point of the larger quartiere.

Vision

The Tightrope Walker
The spirited mascot of Primavalle
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